HBV infectivity among Nigerians.
The study involved 60 (non-immunized), 14 (immunized against HBV), healthy Nigerian adults and 28 Nigerian patients with hepatitis. Their sera were tested for HBsAg, HBeAg, anti-HBe, anti-HBc, anti-HBs and anti-HCV while only 15 subjects with chronic hepatitis had HBV DNA assay by PCR. The subjects aged 21 to 72 years and comprised 75 male and 27 female adults. The prevalence of HBV infection by HBsAg and/or anti-HBc sero-positivity was 55.9%. Only HBsAg and anti-HBs were detectable in 21% each among immunized while HBsAg, HBeAg, anti-HBe, anti-HBc, anti-HBs were present in 58%, 20%, 6%, 32%, and 42% respectively in the non-immunized subjects. HBV DNA was positive in 86.7% of the 15 subjects. About fifty five percent of all subjects were infectious of HBV with 13.7%, 3.9%. 32.3% and 4.9% accounting for high, medium, low and very low infectivity respectively while 44.1% and 1% of the subjects were susceptible and naturally immuned to HBV respectively. Coinfection with HCV tends to favour HBV infectivity. In conclusion, the infectivity of HBV among Nigeria is varied but high and a great proportion of the population is susceptible.